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Re: NPDES P e d t  CO-0001333 
DOB-ROC)CY Flat6 Plant 

Thb purpose of this letter is t o  confirxn SPA'S decision 
pertaining t o  changed that will be made in how various discharges 
at the Rocky Flats Facility w i l l  be regulated in the future. 
Same of the discharges w h i c h  are presently regulated through the 
National Pollutant: Dbchaxge Elimination System (NPDBS) permit 
program w i l l  be regulated through the Camprehemive maviromental 
Response, Campensation, and Siiability Act (cIERcI;A) and/or the 
Resource Comervation and Recovery Act (RCRA) programs. W s  
iaaue was di8~~8Sed at a December 19,  1991meeting attended by 
representatives of the Department. of Energy (DOE), EG&G Rocky 
Flats, the State of Colorado, and $PAi, 

The Current NPDBS pemlt: for the Rocky Flats Plant 
(CO-0001333) includes the dischargsa from Ponds A-3, A-4, B-3, 
B-5,  and C-2 as authorized discharge points. These ponm are 
located in wake- of  the United States. AEter extensive review, 
EPA bas determined that  the discharges from these ponds w i l l  not 
be considered im point diecharges requfrltng a NPDES permit, The 
renewel NPDE@ pennit for the Rocky F l a t s  Plant will not include 
the discha- from these p O n a .  Inetead, the CERCLA and t h e  
RCRA progr-, through the Interagency Agreement (LAG) Interim 
masure/Inter%m Remedial Action (IM/TRA) process, w i l l  be used to 
regulate and control the Ufscharges from these ponds, 
renewal NpIIB.S g e d t  w i l Z  regulate the Uischarges from the sewage 
treatment plant (STP), the Reverse Osmosis P l a n t  (currently 
inactive), and the storm water discharges frorn the Rocky Flata 
plant site, prior to entry into Walnut Creek and Woman Creek or 
into the ponds. These changes will be officially proposed when 
the draft: renewal p e d t  goes to public notice. 
IM/m to be developed and released to the mblic for comments at 

The 

EPA expect# the 

the same t h e  as 
strongly suggest 
artd CDH for  this 

- 
the draft renewal permit. 
that  DOE initiate scoping act iv i t ies  w i t h  EPA 

Therefore, we 
- 

IM/IRA. 



AB part of the requirements of the NmES Federal Facilities 
Compliance Agreement (PFCA), bo6 submitted (June 28, 1991) a 
proposed g l a  t o  protect the STP from spilla. The proposed plan 

a routine basis Eor receiving and storing rJgill8. Tke A, B, and 
C series ponds are slated f o r  eventual evaluation and 
remediation, as appropriate, under CERCfrA. The continued long 
term use of Ponds A-1, A-2, B-1,  and 8-2 for routine containment 
and storage of spilla is unacceptable to  BPA. We plan to work 
with DOE to develop a plan and L schedule for the development of 
acceptable facilities to replace Ponds A l l ,  A-2, B-1, and B-2 for 
routine containment of @pills. 
imglexnented through the WIRA process gursuant to the IAG. 

provided for the continued Use Of Pmd8 A-1, A-2, B-1 8-2 011 

This plan developamat ahould be 

The A, B, an8 C series ponds A t  Rocky Plats have heen an 
important part of the water management plan at Rocky Flats. 
believe that the various uses of these pond8 need to be reviewed 
and evaluated to Betemhe i f  the wes are consistent with PPA's 
policy, regulations, and the agreeaasnts finalized arnong EPA, DOE, 
and the State of Coloraao. 
~ X ! L R  for routine s a -  IS wcc-a %Q _ti;-. m e  
m X e w  and evaluation of pona use d3.1 8Upport aevelopment of the 
appropriate WIm. 

Questions concerning NPDBS issues at  Rocky Flats should be 
directed to Bob Shanklaad at 293-1597. Questions concerning 
CSRQlA and RCRA issues should be dir ted to -tin Beatmark at 

We 

As men$ioned above, the use of the 

294-1134. 77 

Acting Regional Abministrator // 
cc: Judy Bruch, CDH, Coiorado w ocky Flats 

Program Unit 
Bob Shukle, Colorado WQCD 
Martin Hestmark (S€DW-BP) 

Frazelc Lockhart, DOE 

John Dion, W E  
Gail H i l l ,  DOE 


